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     The month of May is always an 

exciting and busy time for the Lincoln 

family. We salute our senior adult 

members during May and celebrate 

the founding of our church. We cheer 

for the young adults graduating from 

college and pause to honor the 

ultimate sacrifice made by men and 

women who served in our military. 

And, in one of the greatest displays of 

love, we set aside time to honor the 

mothers and mother-like figures who 

enrich our lives with their warmth, 

love and faith. Whether itôs a card 

filled with words that express our 

feelings, a dinner or an outing filled 

with fellowship, or a phone call filled 

with love and laughter, finding a way 

to express our love on Motherôs Day 

is part of the wiring etched into each 

of us by our Heavenly Father.  

     We are thankful for mothers. The 

gift of life is among the most precious 

gifts that God has given to us. In 

creating Eve to serve as a mate for 

Adam, God also created the vessel 

through which life would be 

delivered.  Our Heavenly Father then 

instructed Adam and Eve to be fruitful 

and multiply, and blessed them with 

children. That blessing continues 

today in the fruit delivered by the 

wonderful mothers that we encounter 

both inside and outside of the Lincoln 

family. Behold, children are a 

heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the 

womb is a reward. (Psalm 127:3) 

     Our mothers and mother figures 

are phenomenal women. They come 

from a variety of backgrounds and 

have differing life experiences. Some 

are young and others are older. Some 

are married and others are single 

parents. Some are actively involved in 

the workforce while others have 

retired or never worked outside of the 

home. And while these individual 

differences distinguish 

them from each other, itôs 

what they have in 

common that contributes 

to the collective beauty of 

motherhood. Itôs the 

shared love of children and the joy of 

motherhood that binds them together. 

Itôs the strong desire, long after the 

umbilical cord has been cut, to nurture, 

protect and provide for the life that 

God has delivered through them. Itôs 

the lifetime commitment of providing 

guidance, strength and love. Strength 

and honor are her clothing; she shall 

rejoice in time to come. She opens her 

mouth with wisdom and on her tongue 

is the law of kindness. (Proverbs 31:25

-26) 

     Happy Motherôs Day to all of our 

mothers and mother-like figures. 

Congratulations to our senior adults for 

their longevity and for their ongoing 

work in Godôs vineyard. We salute you 

and offer thanks for paving the paths 

that many of us walk on today. 

Congratulations Lincoln on another 

year of growing Godôs Kingdom and 

we congratulate Adrienne Jernigan on 

the culmination of her undergraduate 

studies. Lastly, we bow in respect and 

honor of the men and women who 

gave their lives while protecting the 

freedoms that enjoy in our country. 

     As we celebrate all that the month 

of May has to offer, let us be forever 

mindful of the love that our Heavenly 

Father showers upon us. The love of 

God will sustain us and guide us as we 

work to spread the Good News of His 

love, grace and salvation. Be blessed as 

we celebrate and honor Godôs people 

and His awesome love! 

Celebrating Mom And More 

Congratulations 

Adrienne! 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Sunday, May 3rd 
First Responders  

Appreciation Program 

3:00pm 
 

Please make plans to join us in 
celebrating the law enforcement 
officers  and emergency personnel 
who protect and serve our 
community. The program will 
feature a performance from the 100 
Men in Black Choir.  

Two Hearts Joined 

Together As One 

Congratulations  
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hunt 

Commencement 
NC A&T State University 

Saturday, May 9th  

Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and 

let us exalt his name together! 

Psalm 34:3 



 Autism Awareness 

 

People with autism can be a little autistic or very autistic. Thus, it 

is possible to be bright, verbal, and autistic , non-verbal and 

autistic. A disorder that includes such a broad range of symptoms 

is often called a spectrum disorder; hence the term "autism 

spectrum disorder." The most significant shared symptom is 

difficulty with social communication (eye contact, conversation, 

taking another's perspective, etc.) Every autistic individual will 

experience these symptoms differently. 
 

1. Disconnection to Others 

Children with autism often seem distant or disconnected to loved 

ones. For instance, they may seem to be emotionally disconnected 

from others and may not register the difference between facial 

cues. In other words, children with autism often donôt react any 

differently to a frown or scowl as they would to a smile or laugh. 
 

2. Apparent Lack of Empathy 

Generally speaking, autistic children seem to have difficulty 

understanding or appreciation situations from other peopleôs 

perspectives. This is because they think that everyone understands 

the world as they do, which can cause 

confusion or the inability to foresee or 

understand the actions of others. 

As with emotional disconnection, this does not 

happen because the child lacks the capacity for 

empathy. It is simply a sign of a developmental 

delay or disability which indicates the 

possibility of an autism spectrum condition. 

Autistic children tend to have a relatively 

narrow and limited range of emotions as well, 

and empathy may not yet be part of the childôs emotional 

vocabulary  
 

3. Indifferent to Human Interaction 

Most children are very social by nature. However, infants with 

autism donôt engage by staring at the faces of others, responding 

when hearing their name, mimicking facial expressions, or 

grasping at the fingers or hands of others during play. Instead, 

children with autism often just donôt seem very  

interested in engaging in normal developmental games and 

activities, including socializing and imitating other people. 
 

4. Emotional Outbursts 

In some rarer cases, children with autism can display unbalanced 

emotional reactions to normal situations. For instance, they throw 

a temper tantrum inappropriately or show physically aggressive 

behavior to themselves, their parents, siblings, or other children 

(i.e., biting or head banging). They may seem to be unable to 

control their emotions and physical responses, especially when 

they find themselves in new, strange, or stressful situations. 
 

5. Delayed Language Development 

 Children with autism may not start to speak until much later. 

Some wonôt start to display any significant language skills until 

they start to work with a speech therapist. 
 

6. Prone to Non-Verbal Communication 

Due to the fact that autistic children donôt develop verbal 

communication skills as early as others, they may display a 

propensity for nonverbal communication. For instance, they 

may resort to visual or physical means of communicationðsuch 

as drawing pictures or using gestures to make requests or 

engage in back-and-forth dialogue. 
 

7. Difficulty Understanding Figurative Expressions 

Often, children with autism also have trouble understanding that 

people sometimes express themselves figuratively. As 

mentioned, they may not derive any secondary meaning from 

demeanor or facial expressions. They may not also detect 

communication cues delivered through tone of voice; for 

example, they canôt distinguish a happy tone of voice from a 

sad or angry one, and unlike children following standard paths 

of development, they donôt develop the ability to identify 

sarcasm or understand body language. 
 

8. Repetitive Behaviors 

Individuals with autism are somewhat prone to repetitive 

behaviors. For instance, they may arrange and rearrange the 

same group of objects, rock back and forth for extended periods 

of time, flutter their hands, or repeat the same word or phrase in 

what appears an obsessive manner. This is one of the most 

easily identifiable symptoms of autism.    

Autistic children also tend to have 

impaired motor skills, compared with 

children who are on standard 

developmental curves. They often have 

trouble learning to hold or use crayons and 

pencils, and they may only be capable of 

creating unintelligible shapes when other 

children their age can draw recognizable 

pictures. 
 

9. Sensitivity to External Stimuli 

Sensitivity to external stimuli is another early warning sign of 

autism. For example, autistic individuals may become stressed 

or agitated when exposed to specific noises, bright lights, or 

particular smells, tastes, or textures. They may also become 

hypersensitive to certain stimuli; in other words, they will insist 

on wearing certain items of clothing or colors, prefer rooms 

with bright lights or loud sounds, and enjoy touching or playing 

with specific body parts. Alternately, the opposite can happen; 

an autistic child may avoid certain colors, clothes, sounds, 

lights, or areas of the home for no apparent reason. If they are 

exposed to these stimuli, they may respond by lashing out or 

having unusually severe temper tantrums.. 
 

So we believed in the power of prayer and that God is a healer 

and deliverer. We thank God daily for blessing us with Peyton 

Makila Thorpe and we  know that God has the final say so. 

I love my granddaughter Peyton Thorpe. She has autism and since Autism Awareness month has just concluded, I would like to 

share some information with the Lincoln family to give you a better understanding of Peytonôs journey. 
 

We asked that you keep Peyton in prayer and we encourage you to always pray for her and not stare and frown when she goes 

through her struggles. She is truly amazing child and she is definitely loved. She loves to sing and dance and at the age of 2 she 

could count in English and in Spanish!  Please be patient with her and with us as we bring her to church.  Thanks for your 

support!!! 

Autism Is a 'Spectrum' Disorder 

-submitted by Sis. Lasheka Wilks 
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Bro. Trevor Williams 
 

Brother Trevor Williams was born in Durham, 

NC. Trevor has been a member of the Lincoln 

family for 5 years and currently serves on the 

Youth Usher Board.  Trevor is a 6th grader at 

Kiser Middle School in Greensboro, NC, where 

he is a member of the Year Book Club and the 

band. His favorite subject in school is Math and 

in his spare time he enjoys fishing and drawing.  

Trevor is the son of Leah Hatch and Tony and 

Kathy Williams.  He has three siblings, one sister 

and two brothers. Trevor wanted to share with his 

Lincoln family that he likes to play the trumpet 

and drums. 

-by Sis. Marva Atkins 

Happy Birthday 
to our 

May Birthday Celebrities! 
 

Maranda Leverette Å Kenneth Horton  

 Genavous Williams Å Makiah Atwater  

 Hazel Parker Å Edith Thorpe  

Kenneth Holman Å Chakenya Denson   

Benjamin Boone Å Akela Lassiter   

Jadyn Harris  
 
 

Best Wishes For Many More!! 

 

Today weôre going to learn about some moms in the 

Bible.  Some followed God.  Some didnôt.  They all 

made mistakes.  Some were remembered for 

them.  Others were remembered for their love for God, 

their children, and others.  Letôs see what we can learn 

from these moms! 
 

Eve: Eve was the first wife and mom.  She shared a 

special relationship with God until she sinned.  We have 

been born with a ñsin natureò because of Eve. 
 

Hannah: Hannah was the mom of Samuel, a judge of 

Israel.  She was unable to have children for many years, 

but called out to God and God heard her prayer.  She 

promised to give Samuel to God for his whole life and 

she did. 
   

Mary: Mary was the mother of Jesus.  She was chosen 

by God to have Jesus because God saw something 

special in her.  She was an ordinary girl, but she obeyed 

God in extraordinary circumstances.  She knew the 

Word of God well. 
   

Jochebed: Jochebed was the mother of Moses.  When 

she gave birth to Moses, there was an order to kill all of 

the Hebrew baby boys.  In faith, she didnôt kill her son, 

but hid him for three months.  Pharaohôs daughter found 

Moses in the river.  Years later, he became the hero who 

led the Israelites out of Egypt into freedom. 
   

Sarah: Sarah became Isaacôs mom when she was over 

100.  She was Abrahamôs wife, who laughed at the 

promise that she would have a child.  Before Isaac was 

born, she got impatient to have a baby and tried to take 

matters into her own hands.  She caused a lot of 

problems by doing that. 
   

Elizabeth: Elizabeth was the mother of John the Baptist, 

who prepared the way for Jesus.   The angel Gabriel told 

her husband Zechariah that she would have a baby at a 

very old age.  He didnôt believe this at first, but it was 

true.  Elizabeth was a woman who followed God. 
   

Rebekah: Rebekah was Isaacôs wife and Esau and 

Jacobôs mom.  She was a beautiful woman who was first 

noticed because she served others unselfishly.  She was a 

hard worker.  Rebekah followed God, but did make 

Jacob her favorite son.  Because of that, she convinced 

him to steal his brotherôs blessing.  This caused a lot of 

problems. 
   

Naomi: Naomi was the mother-in-law of Ruth.  Naomi 

had two sons, but they both passed away and left her 

very sad and bitter.  Because Ruth wanted Naomiôs God 

to be her God, she travelled to Naomiôs homeland to 

live.  It was there that Naomi helped Ruth find her 

husband, Boaz. 

The Testament is produced monthly by our Newsletter 

Committee.  Please send articles, photos or other items for 

publication to newsletter@mylmbc.org by the 3rd Sunday 

of each month. 
 

Newsletter Committee 

Chanetta Evans Å Reginald Davis Å Willee Murphy 

Joan Lofton Å Marva Atkins Å William Mayfield  

Å Earleen Sharrock Å Dean Jernigan, Chair 

-submitted by Sis. Earleen Sharrock 



 What God Has Joined Together 
A love story years in the making added a marvelous chapter on Saturday, April 11th, as Charles Hunt and Bianca Brodie 

cemented their love in holy matrimony. Joined by family and friends and bathed in the glow of an alluring setting, the 

happy couple exchanged their vows and began the next phase of their lives. Congratulations and best wishes to Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles Hunt! We pray for Godôs continued blessings upon you! Congratulations also to the parents who shared in 

the joy of this wonderful occasion! 


