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      Sometimes, as we take our 
daily walk on faithôs highway, we 
find ourselves in the midst of trouble. 
Trapped in a sea of unfavorable 
circumstances on all sides, we become 
discouraged and wonder why, despite 
all of our efforts to do good, bad 
things happen to us along the way. 
"Why Lord?" is often the question 
asked in anguish as we look for an 
answer or a clue that puts us on the 
path toward an exit from our 
circumstance. It is during these times 
of crisis that the enemy seeks to 
penetrate the foundation of our faith 
to introduce fear, doubt and despair. 
As hard as it may be, we have to hold 
firm to our belief during these 
moments and stay on the course that 
God has mapped out for our lives.   
     As part of His master plan, our 
Heavenly Father allows certain events 
to enter into our lives to test us and to 
strengthen us. It is during these times 
of struggle that we must reach deep 
down into our well of faith and recall 
that despite the pain of the moment, 
He has promised to never leave or 
forsake us. We have to recognize that 
God's plan for our lives includes 
suffering. We also have to understand 
that the suffering is only for a season 
and that God has an exit strategy for 
us. We can take comfort in knowing 
that once we're through the trials and 
storms of life, that we will be stronger 
and happier in the end. In all this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief 
in all kinds of trials. These have come 
so that the proven genuineness of your 
faith - of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by 
fire - may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
(1 Peter 1:6-7)  
     How do we remain positive and 
focused during a storm? How do we 
hold on to God's unchanging hand 
when parts of our world appear to 
change right before our eyes? The 

answer is that we have to 
reset our minds to find 
God's hand in the midst 
of the storm. Somehow, 
we have to search for a 
ray of light in every dark 
moment and find the hope in what 
appears to be a hopeless situation. 
Hard times and painful moments may 
weigh on us, but they don't end our 
lives. We have to keep moving forward 
and to keep fighting through the pain. 
God knows how the story will end and 
He expects us to remain faithful until 
the end. For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you, saith the Lord, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end. (Jeremiah 
29:11)  
     Live through the pain and turn it 
into something good! Remember the 
story of Joseph in the book of Genesis? 
Led by anger and envy, Joseph's 
brothers sold him into slavery. He then 
found himself locked away in prison. 
Over the course of time, Joseph uses 
his gift of interpreting dreams to rise 
from his unfavorable situation to a 
position of power second only to the 
ruler of Egypt. Later, as the story 
unfolds, his brothers appear before him 
and ask for mercy. Joseph reveals his 
contentment with his life and shares 
that everything that occurred was in 
God's plan. You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, 
the saving of many lives. (Genesis 
50:20) 

     Joseph turned his situation around 
and so can you! The mindset that we 
maintain is the key to how we handle 
the difficulties that we face in life. 
Challenges and setbacks are certain to 
appear as we travel the roadways of 
life. Seeing them as opportunities for 
the revelation of God's glory will help 
us to endure the pain and grow 
stronger in our faith. Turn the 
negatives into positives, doubt into 
conviction and suffering into 

Turn It Into Something Good! 

contentment. Stay focused on His 
Word and all of the greatness that God 
has in store for us. Therefore we do 
not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. For our 
light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)  

ñThe Two Shall  
Become One Fleshò 

Congratulations 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Demery, Jr.  

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Saturday, September 17th 
Prayer Breakfast 
8:30am 

 

Wednesday - Friday 
September 21st - 23rd 
Annual Revival Service 
7:00pm Nightly 

 

Saturday, September 24th 
Male Chorus Cookout 

12 Noon 
 

Please check the weekly church 
bulletin for information on these 
and other church activities. 



Habakkuk 2:2-3  

ñAnd the Lord answered me, and said, Write the Vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he 

may run that readeth it. For the Vision is for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak and 

not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.ò 

 

 

1.   A New Sanctuary 

 2.  Burn the Present Mortgage within 4 Years 

  3.  Letôs All Get Debt Free (in every sense) 

 4.  Be Faithful Stewards (Time, Talent, & Treasure) 

   5.  Every Member Operating in their Spiritual Gift(s) 

          6.  Break Ground within 5 Years 

    7.  Total Church Commitment to Bible Study and Prayer 

Acts 4 31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; 

and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32 

And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of 

them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.  

Letôs Build the Community in the Church 

LMBC ï Rev. Linzie B. Atkins, III  June 27, 2012  



This Too Shall Pass 
 

If I can endure for this minute 
Whatever is happening to me, 
No matter how heavy my heart is 
Or how dark the moment may be- 

 

If I can remain calm and quiet 
With all the world crashing about me, 
Secure in the knowledge God loves me 
When everyone else seems to doubt me- 

 

If I can but keep on believing 
What I know in my heart to be true, 

That darkness will fade with the morning 
And that this will pass away, too- 

 

Then nothing in life can defeat me 
For as long as this knowledge remains 
I can suffer whatever is happening 

For I know God will break all of the chains 
 

That are binding me tight in the darkness 
And trying to fill me with fear- 

For there is no night without dawning 
And I know that my morning is near. 

 
 

- Helen Steiner Rice 
www.inspirationlarchieve.com 

 
 

Member Spotlight 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sis. Annie Wright 
 

Sister Annie Wright was born in Edenton, NC, on a 
cold winter night on February 3, 1958. She was the 
3rd child born to Melissa and Harry Sampson but 
wouldnôt stay the baby long as her little sister was 
born a year later. She was raised in Creswell, NC, on 
her familyôs farm. There she learned how to milk 
cows, pick cotton, and attend to the weeding of the 
crops. She also learned how to wash clothes by hand 
and to hang them on the line. Something you may not 
know about Sister Wright is that growing up she was 
quite a tom boy and would use the heads of dolls to 
play softball. She would stand up to any boy or girl 
that messed with her siblings and was usually the 
reason why they would get beatings from their 
grandmother.  
Sister Annie attended Creswell High School and after 
graduating found herself as a freshman at North 
Carolina Central in 1976. She hung out with the 
football team and worked hard in the WG Pearson 
Dining Hall. Ten years later, married and with a 5 year 
old, Sister Wright came to Lincoln Memorial. Not 
comfortable with giving up her membership at her 
hometown church in Creswell, she joined as a Watch 
Care member. Twenty-eight years later in 2004, she 
finally took the plunge and became a full member, 
blessing Lincoln with all of her farm girl charm with a 
little Bull City twist.  
Sister Wright has sung in the choir and served on 
many committees here at Lincoln. She currently 
serves as a Missionary and on the Usher and Trustee 
Boards. She is the mother of 2 wonderful daughters 
and she has 2 grandsons. Sister Wright has dedicated 
her life to God and is truly on a spiritual walk. She has 
learned over the last 4 years that weakness is only a 
sign that you have strayed from God, for when I am 
weak Thou art strong. The best advice that Annie has 
for anyone is to remember that God is only a prayer 
away. 

- by Sis. Marva Atkins 

The Testament is produced monthly by our Newsletter 
Committee.  Please send articles, photos or other items for 
publication to newsletter@mylmbc.org by the 3rd Sunday of 
each month. 
 
 

Newsletter Committee 
Reginald Davis Å Willee Murphy  

 Joan Lofton Å Marva Atkins Å William Mayfield  
Earleen Sharrock Å Dean Jernigan, Chair 

Happy Birthday 
to our 

September Celebrities! 
 

James Hicks Å Bobby Davis, Jr.  
  Ann Williams Å Janice Campbell 
Jameca Cotton Å Myra Davenport  
Grace McFadden Å Allene Owens 
Lawrence Clark Å John Hodge, Sr. 
Gloria Prescott Å James Ellis 

Carlton Boone Å Lorenzo Meachum 
Jordyn Parker Å JôSon Hodge 
Reginald Davis Å Sarah Devane 

 Leona Johnson 
   

Best Wishes For Many More!! 

Food For Thought... 



Around Lincolné 

Sis. LaSheka Wilks, Pastorôs Aide 
chair, enjoys the moment at the 
Pastorôs Anniversary dinner. 

Bro. Marcus Lofton delivers a speech during 
the Interdenominational Ushers Union 
Oratorical Contest. Bro. Lofton won 1st 
Place in the contest and was awarded a 
scholarship! Congratulations Marcus! 

Members of the Lincoln family enjoy the outstanding movie, ñGod 
is Not Deadò during Family Movie Night as part of a recent Bible 
study session. 

Sis. Barbara Leathers proudly stands with alumni from the Lincoln Hospital School Of 
Nursing. The group gathered in April for the dedication of a classroom being named in 
their honor at the NCCU School of Nursing. A reception in honor of the group was held 
at the Chancellorôs home following the dedication ceremony. 

Deacon Robert Brodie shares a moment 
with his brothers, Karl, Jessie, Miles and 
Angelo as they celebrate at Necoleôs 
wedding.  

 



Male Chorus Anniversary 
Continuing along their upward trajectory toward excellence, the Male Chorus joyfully celebrated their 52nd anniversary 
of ministering Godôs Word through the power of music. Engulfed in an overflowing sea of love by their families, friends, 
guest choirs and the Lincoln family, the hard work and preparation of the chorus members and the accompanying 
musicians were reflected in the passion and precision displayed during their anniversary performance. As part of their 
celebration, the Male Chorus carved out time to reflect on the lives of the members lost during the past year - Bros. 
Harold Nazzare, Charles Bailey, Archie Perry and Rev. Weldon Harris. In addition to the Male Chorus, the standing 
room only crowd in attendance was treated to an inspiring exhibition of ministry through song by the outstanding 
presentations from the guest choirs. Congratulations to the Male Chorus on an awesome anniversary celebration! 

Guest Worship Leader: 
Virginia Johnson-Rogers Pastor Linzie Atkins, III 

ñMusic Ministry Excellence not an Exception, but our Standard!ò 

Let Us Sing Songs of Praise,  
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 

         Psalm 95:1-2 


